Diary Dates April-June 2017

April

Tues 11th 2-4pm Church open for prayer

Wed 12th 2-4pm Church open for prayer

Thurs 13th 7pm Maundy Thursday Communion
Fri 14th 7pm Good Friday Service

Sun 16th 8.30am Easter Early Service

Sun 16th 10 am Easter Service

Wed 26th 7.30pm Congregational Board

May

Tues 2nd 12-2pm Soupa Tuesday
Lunch

Wed 3rd 7.30pm Kirk Session
Wed 17th 7.30pm Kirk Session
Wed 26th 7pm Quiz Night

June

Tues 6th 12-2pm Soupa Tuesday
Lunch

Wed 7th 7.30pm Congregational
Board

Sun 11th Communion Sunday
Wed 13th 7.30pm Kirk Session
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Dear Friends

Forecasting the future is a difficult business at the best of times, but it often
seems that the more confident and certain the pundits are, the more likely
it is that events will turn out unexpectedly, as the following show.

“It will be years - not in my time - before a woman becomes Prime
Minister.” Margaret Thatcher, Oct. 26, 1969.

"I'm just glad it'll be Clark Gable who's falling on his face and not Gary
Cooper." Gary Cooper on his decision not to take the leading role in
"Gone With The Wind."

""This 'telephone' has too many shortcomings to be seriously considered as
a means of communication. The device is inherently of no value to us."
Western Union internal memo, 1876.

We don't like their sound, and guitar music is on the way out." Decca
Recording Co. rejecting the Beatles, 1962.

| can just imagine the Chief Priests and the Pharisees saying, “This will get
rid of the ‘Jesus problem’ for good,” with every confidence. They must have
been sure all their problems were over on the first Good Friday. But Easter
Day brought the Resurrection and a ‘problem’ they could not begin to cope
with.

Many today are confidently predicting a gloomy future for the church in
Scotland. Humanly speaking, they could be right enough, signs of decay and
failure in the church do not take much searching out; we are getting very
short of ministers, we struggle to attract young people and we are often not
good at responding quickly enough to changes around us. And yet ... the
resurrection life of Christ is in his church and in his people, the power of
God to bring life out of death and victory out of defeat. | think it was Luther
who said, “The church is an anvil that has broken many a hammer.” May it
not be that the pundits are once again in for a surprise?

As we look back in wonder to the first Easter, let us look forward in hope
and trust. The God who showed his love in Christ will never fail us or forsake
us. Our confidence is not in our own cleverness or strength, but in his grace
that is made perfect in our weakness. Surely it is not beyond the God who is
going to raise all his people to new life to resurrect the Church also?

Yours in Christ,
Hugh

Who’s Who at Newtonhill Church

Minister Rev Hugh Conkey 39 St Ternan’s Road  Tel 730143
Session Clerk Ken Cruickshank Cluaran, 9 Cliff View Tel 730180
Clerk to the Myra Stewart 3 Puffin Court Tel 730327
Congregational

Board

Treasurer Zoe Ashby 58a St Ternan’s Road Tel 730955

FWO Treasurer & Robbie Middleton 7 St Ternans Road Tel 730852
Gift Aid Convenor

Roll Keeper Ken Cruickshank Cluaran, 9 Cliff View Tel 730180

Safeguarding Pauline Platt 2 St Michaels Road Tel 730465
Coordinator

Contacts for
Organisations:

Girls Brigade Fiona Leslie Tel 07818415643
Sunday Fun Club Ailsa Conkey Tel 730143
JAFFA Children’s Zoe Ashby Tel 730955

Club

Guild Fiona Leslie Tel 07818415643
Bible Study The Minister Tel 730143
Publicity Wendy Croft Tel:730829
Deputy Clerk to the Jennifer Leighton Tel 730850
Congregational

Board

Website Steve Hill webmaster@newtonbhillchurch.org.uk

This edition of Reachout has been sponsored by Mollie and Bob Strachan.

If you would like to sponsor Reachout please put your name on the list on
the noticeboard.




STRETCH OR SINK

“Straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win the
prize....”

Phil. Chapter 3, 13-14

All rubber bands work on the same principle — they must be stretched to
be effective! Every person who has ever achieved anything for God has
learned to stretch. One of the most common mistakes is thinking that
success is due to some genius or some magic ‘something or other’. Surely,
success comes when we are stretched to meet the challenge; failure comes
when we shrink back from it.

An example of someone disregarding critics and stretching themselves to
reach a goal is Dr Jonas Salk, who developed the polio vaccine. He was
attacked continually for his pioneering work in this field. He found that
criticism came in three stages. He said that first, they’ll tell you, ‘it won’t
work’. Then, when you begin to succeed, they’ll say — ‘what you’re doing
really isn’t that important’. Finally, after they see that it’s important, they’ll
say ‘we knew you’d do it all along’.

How much could we achieve if we just stretched ourselves to make a
difference, and how much more could we achieve if we responded to

God’s call and let Him show us what He can do with our lives.

And how much could we achieve if we stretched ourselves to support our
church a bit more?
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é "The highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them"
iJohn F. Kennedy.
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GIRLS BRIGADE

Girls Brigade is so much more than a club, it’s almost like a second family to
me.

| have been part of Girls Brigade for 16 years and | am now an officer within
my company. Becoming an officer was very important to me as it was my
way of giving back to my local community and to inspire young girls within
my company. | have made so many great memories with some amazing
people through Girls Brigade.

So many of these organisations are great due to the people who lead them.
My captain is such an inspirational woman, she is always there supporting
us through the good times and the bad times. Girls Brigade has allowed me
to develop my self-confidence and to go down alternative paths | would
never have considered.

Girls Brigade is very important to me and will always hold a special place in
my heart.
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JESUS’ FINAL WEEK

Once every year the church calendar calls us to walk through the events of
the final week of Jesus’ life. We celebrate Palm Sunday with exuberance.
We weep through Good Friday. We eagerly await Easter day.

1.Sunday: Triumphal Entry - Matthew 21:1-11

To celebrate Jesus, our humble King, and deepen our
worship of him.

In Matthew 21 Jesus’ popularity reaches its zenith. In
the midst of public acclamation he “occupies”
Jerusalem, the capital of the Jewish nation. As Jesus
enters Jerusalem during Passover Week, excitement is
building and emotions are intense.

2. Monday: Clearing the Temple — Mark 11:12-19

To better understand righteous anger and how a spirit of forgiveness is
necessary when praying for God’s judgement.

The trouble with righteous anger is that it is so much easier to be angry
than righteous. But it is possible to be both. Fig trees and vines are often
used as symbols of Israel’s faithfulness to God. God comes to his vineyard
looking for grapes and figs, that is righteousness, justice and mercy. Thus
looking for fruit on the fig tree represents what Jesus is looking for in the
temple.

3. Tuesday - teaching at the Mount of Olives -
Matthew 24:1-31

To consider the events preceding Christ’s return and
the importance of being ready for him.

Jesus warns his followers of 5 dangers or difficulties
they will face:

Dependence on outward structures and systems such
as the temple.

of our own faith and one of the few passages reported likewise in the
Koran, word for word from the lips of Jesus.

It became a spiritual occasion for all and as you read the words try also to
glance at the picture of the Mount & Sea of Galilee. It is a very special,
peaceful and quiet place.

“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.”

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for
they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
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I Thank you to everyone who supported the Spring Fair and the latest car
“ wash. The totals raised were as follows:

. Car Wash - £75

I Spring Fair- £832.90

Deception by false prophets.
Distraction by turmoil in the world.
Dismay over persecution.

Dullness or apathy because of not knowing the day or hour of his return.
How can we “keep watch” and “be ready” for Jesus? Stay faithful and be




THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Those of you who were in Church when | took the service a couple of
months ago will recognise the lovely peaceful scene in this photograph. It is
taken on a hillside between Capernaum and Magdala. It is traditionally the
site of the Sermon on the Mount, overlooking the Sea of Galilee with the
Golan Heights in the background and it is also the site of one of my most
memorable experiences.

This was day two of intensive touring and visiting in the Holy Land and after
the traumas of Jerusalem the previous day it was a very peaceful and
contemplative place to be. Earlier in the day | found out that John the
Baptist must have had very clean and shiny feet after | stood in the River
Jordan at the place of Baptism and got the hard skin nibbled off my feet by
fish with quite sharp little teeth within minutes.

The garden in the photo surrounds an eight sided chapel representing the
eight blessings of the beatitudes and it is a special place in a country of
many contrasts. | had not visited Galilee for a long time (53 years) and |
certainly did not recognise Nazareth which had been a little village the last
time | was there. It is now a large city and it was difficult to find the spots
that | had gone to before.

| had long chats with our Jewish guide and was surprised when, in this
lovely surround, he handed me a little New Testament to read out the
Beatitudes for the rest of the group who were sitting on a wall beside me in
the garden looking down the hillside. | was very pleased to do so and from
the moment | opened my mouth it became a very special occasion for me
and gladly | was told afterwards for a lot of the group listening.

| was inspired to start by saying briefly that whatever effect on peoples
beliefs and faith the day before had, (visiting the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem can be a bit daunting and bewildering) and whatever the
confusions of the differing sects and faiths represented in that teeming city
might have brought on, we were now in a peaceful place where the main
thing was simply the words that Jesus taught. All the rest was irrelevant in
comparison. The Beatitudes are probably one of the most important parts

aware of false prophets.

4. Thursday: The Last Supper.—Matthew 26:17-30

To consider the Lord’s Supper as a picture of Jesus’ death on the cross and
our participation in the benefits of his death.

It is evening and Jesus is reclining at the table. They sat on the floor and
used low tables. They share a bowl, dipping bread or meat into the sauce.
This was a full meal, not just the bread and wine that we now have for
communion. Jesus plans the last meal. He knows who will betray him. He
offers himself as a sacrifice. The bread is his body and the wine is his blood.
Eating the bread and drinking the wine, therefore, become symbols of
saving faith.

Thursday: Betrayal and Arrest — Mark 14:43-72

To explore the variety of motives involved in Jesus’
betrayal and abandonment, and to draw warnings
and encouragement for times of our own testing as

disciples. w
Here we find Jesus not only betrayed by one of his

disciples but abandoned by all the others and denied by one of his closest
friends. The persecution of enemies is one thing, the abandonment of
friends another. The former we expect. The latter always catches us off
guard. Those who are close to us have the power to hurt us in deep,
personal ways that others do not.

Friday: The Trial —John 18:28-19:16

To demonstrate that even though Jesus was crucified unjustly, he willingly
submitted to death for our sins, providing forgiveness and a model of
grace for our lives.

The New Testament does blame the Jewish leaders for condemning Jesus to
die, but they were not acting alone. The Roman governor, Pontius Pilate,
also condemned Jesus to die. A Roman trial included 4 elements: 1. The
Accusation 2. The Interrogation, 3. The Defence 4. The Verdict.



Friday: Crucifixion — Matthew 27

To consider the mysterious triumph of the kingdom of

heaven through the suffering and death of Jesus on the

cross.

Jesus is killed and it appears that evil will triumph. Matthew 27 records the
execution of Jesus. As Pilate and the religious leaders condemn, mock and
crucify God’s Son, God himself seems strangely absent. Yet to those who
have eyes to see, his presence and power are unmistakable. There is
darkness, thunder and lightning and a general sense of foreboding. At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook and the rocks split. The tearing of the curtain signified
Christ’s making it possible for believers to go directly into God’s presence.

Sunday: Resurrection — Luke 24:1-43

To celebrate the truth of the resurrection
and to discover how it shapes our lives.
When the apostle, Paul, mentioned the
resurrection of Jesus to the philosophers in
Athens, some of them sneered. Some still do.
And well they might! After all, such a thing
just couldn’t happen — or could it? Jesus
wants his disciples to know who he is and that
what he has done is a fulfiiment of prophecy. The disciples will be
witnesses to what has occurred, and it is implied, when they are “clothed
with power from on high” they “will preach repentance and forgiveness of
sins” from Jerusalem to all nations.
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ON A LIGHTER NOTE
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32 kirks and 41 manses, the extra manses to be provided where there was
already a kirk, but no manse.

Though the kirks are generally ascribed to Telford in person, this is not
strictly true, though he was closely involved with the project. Telford asked
each of his three surveyors, James Smith, Joseph Mitchell and William
Thomson, to prepare specimen designs for a kirk and manse within budget
and 'particularly calculated to resist a stormy climate'. Some amendments
were made to the designs, and eventually Thomson's plan, with some
alterations, was adopted; a simple basic rectangle, with various options for
adaptation of detail to suit local circumstances; landowners could add
internal lofts or galleries at their own expense. The windows were
standardised so that they could be supplied, ready to fit, by James
Abernethy in Aberdeen. Smith's design for a single-storey manse was
adopted, as was Mitchell's for a two-storey manse.

The features common to all the "Telford Kirks" are the basic rectangular
plan, the shape and positioning of doors and windows, and the small belfry.
Most also have an extension to the rear making the plan T-shaped. The one
at Kinlochbervie is the classic version, with two windows flanked by two
doors of the same shape, and the belfry to the left as you view the main
elevation. There are also windows in both side walls, and in the side walls
of the extension where one exists. However the Kinlochbervie window
frames are not the original ones. Original window frames survive in several,
for example Croick, lona and Ullapool.

Building commenced in 1826, though some work was delayed to reduce
the cost incurred in any one year. All but four (lona, Portnahaven, Strontian
and Tobermory) of the kirks with manses were built within the budget of
£1500. Most were harled but there were problems with maintenance of
the harling. The new kirks are often referred to as "Parliamentary Kirks".

In most cases 'quoad sacra' parishes were erected around the new kirks,
giving the ministers of the new charges clear boundaries to work with, but
even so, disagreements with the ministers of the pre-existing parishes did
occur. The ministers of the new quoad sacra parishes received an annual
stipend of £120, from which they were expected to maintain the manse.
The heritor was expected to pay for maintenance of the kirk itself.
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THOMAS TELFORD’S PARLIAMENTARY KIRKS

At the beginning of the 19th century, the provision of churches in the whole
of Britain, and in the Highlands in particular, no longer matched the spiritual
and religious requirements of the population. Most Highland parishes were
large areas of rough mountainous land, and many parishioners, especially
those who had been cleared from the land, or who lived in one of the new
villages that were coming into existence around that time, lived so far from
the parish kirk that they could not attend worship regularly, which was seen
as a bad thing. Besides gaps in the provision by the Church of Scotland,
there were also pockets of other religious denominations, including Roman
Catholic and a variety of minor sects, which were seen as undesirable by the
Church of Scotland and by the government.

After the Napoleonic Wars, Parliament made available
£1,000,000 in 1819, with a further £500,000 in 1824, for
the building of churches and chapels for the Church of
England, as an expression of gratitude to God for victory.
214 "Commissioners' Churches" were built or
refurbished; one of these alone is said to have cost the
best part of £77,000 (equivalent to £6 million in 2014),
though much of this was not government money.

A similar proposal to provide £200,000 for the Church of Scotland was
delayed for years by various political difficulties and obstruction, and when
an amended Bill was eventually passed in 1824, it provided just £50,000 for
the whole of the Highlands. No more than 30 kirks with manses were to be
built, and no more than £1500 (equivalent to £125,000 in 2014) was to be
spent on any one site. A similar Bill for the Lowlands failed altogether in
1825. So the whole of Scotland got a Parliamentary grant of less than was
spent on one single Church of England; and the majority of parishes, and
parishioners, in Scotland got nothing at all.

The task of selecting the sites and overseeing the work was entrusted to the
Commissioners for Building Highland Roads and Bridges, and in particular to
their Chief Surveyor Thomas Telford. The Bill required that the heritors (the
principal local landowners in the parish) should apply for a new kirk to be
built on land that they would make available, and in August 1825 the
Commissioners considered 78 applications; eighteen more were received by
June 1826, and eventually, and not without difficulty, sites were chosen for

Thinking About a Holiday? Disabled Friendly
Holiday Cottages with Access for All

This is the time of year when many of us look forward to a change of scene,
a short break away from the routine, somewhere to stay where we can
relax but with all the comforts and facilities of home!

For many years the 200 year old Manse Courtyard adjacent to Crathie Kirk
on Royal Deeside, Aberdeenshire, lay derelict. In 2002 as a result of five
years of fundraising by local volunteers, and with the support of the Church
of Scotland, these fine old granite buildings were transformed into four
expertly designed self-catering cottages.

While accessible to all, the cottages also offer a unique range of facilities so
that disabled people, so often excluded from such holidays, can enjoy the
most relaxing of holidays in wonderful surroundings. The range of additional
equipment is extensive and includes hoists and wheeled shower chairs and
is provided at no extra charge.

The cottages are adjacent to Crathie Manse near Ballater, 40 miles west of
Aberdeen. They are situated within the Cairngorm National Park on the
banks of the River Dee and have views to the neighbouring Balmoral Estate
and Lochnagar beyond. Royal Deeside has been a favourite holiday
destination for generations of families from all over Scotland and still
continues to be a very special holiday choice.

The cottages are surrounded by an extensive fenced play area and with the
protection of a security gate the facility is also ideal for families with
children.

Crathie Opportunity Holidays is available all year round and short breaks
can be arranged. Many guests return year after year and record their
appreciation for what has been achieved.

To find out more you can explore the website; www.crathieholidays.org.uk
or phone 013397 42100 to speak to the Manager.

Crathie Opportunity Holidays is a Registered Charity (SCO27590)



. 1ST NEWTONHILL COMPANY
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The Company began its activities in 1987 when Jim Simpson was our
Minister and, over the past 30 years, has had 4 Captains, beginning with
Stewart McGregor, followed by Bill Shanks, Gregor Stewart and, for the last
9 years, by myself. Huge thanks are also due to the support that has been
given over that time by a number of Officers and helpers in the Company
Section, Junior Section and Anchor Boys, all of whom have generously given
of their time and talents.

Ii.

The numbers of boys in the Company peaked at around 60 but, in recent
years, has reduced until this session where we only had 3 boys in the
Anchor Boys.

Over the years the boys enjoyed many activities on an evening which
normally included a great variety of educational and informative
programmes, delivered by both the Officers and a number of specialist
volunteers, as well as mental and physical games time. We also spent many
happy days away at Company Camps at Loch Inch, Newcastleton, Arran and
other sites around Scotland.

This involvement included lots of boys who joined as little 5 year olds and
staying through all the sections until 16/17 year old young men, many of
whom gained Presidents Badges and, indeed, the highest award of the
Queens Badge. The photo shows the first boys who achieved this in 2000.

The Company was very active in the Aberdeen Battalion and participated in
many of their events including Cross Country Running, 5-a-side football,
Master Team Quizes and Swimming with good success that included a
number of Battalion Champions.

The pinnacle of our competition success came in the Chess arena where we
were crowned national champions of the UK on four occasions.

The Company has also been
actively involved and supported in
the life of the church with
assistance at Church Fairs,
Burgers at Skateraw Fair, Easter
Day Bacon Rolls, Dedication and
Remembrance Services and many
others that were enjoyed by the
Congregation.

So, over the vyears, the 1st
Newtonhill Company provided
opportunity, education, interest
and enjoyment to many boys in
the village, many of whom would
agree that what they learned from
being part of the Boys Brigade
organization would stand them in
good stead in their ongoing
careers.

It was a very sad day when we had to decide around Christmas, that the
Company really had no option but to close down its activities.

It will be a loss to the life of the Congregation and the wider village.
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