
 

 

December 

Sunday  1st   6pm   
 Advent Carol Praise Service 
Tuesday  17th  6.30pm   
 Carol singing round village  
Sunday  22nd 10am   
 Nativity Service and Soup lunch 
Tuesday 24th 6pm   
 Family Carol Service 
Tuesday 24th 11pm   
 Carol singing  
Tuesday 24th 11.30pm 
 Watchnight Service   
Wednesday 25th 11am   
 Family Christmas Service  
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Dear Friends, 

It may only be the middle of November, but this is the last issue of 
Reachout for the year, and we are already thinking ahead to our 
Christmas Celebrations. These will start off with our Advent Carol Praise 
Service on Sunday 1st December at 7pm. It is a good opportunity to get 
your voice in tune for the Christmas season and sing some of your 
favourite Carols to begin to get you into the Christmas spirit. To ensure 
they are your favourite carols, please let me know by the Sunday before 
which song you would particularly like us to include in the service. Please 
put it in your diary and plan to come along and enjoy a good sing, as we 
praise God together. 

Another good sing, is to be had on Tuesday 17th December as we go 
carol singing round the village, starting from the Church at 6.30pm and 
returning there for hot drinks and mince pies. It is good fun and a great 
opportunity for outreach and community involvement, especially as we 
will be collecting for the Archie 10th Anniversary Appeal on that evening 
and at various times over the Festive season. The Children’s Hospital will 
be 10 years old in January and will have treated almost a million sick kids 
by then. The 10th Anniversary appeal is to fund a programme arising 
from a survey this year, and agreed with the NHS, to update and 
modernise ARCH to provide a world class facility. Including bright fun 
interiors, interactive play opportunities, and online links to the children’s 
friends as well as advanced staff training and equipment, with better 
support for parents, in the hospital and when the children go home. 
There are more details on the Archie website, 
www.archiefoundation.org.uk. Please, help us support this – we need 
more singers 

You will find a full list of our Christmas events on the back of the 
magazine. I hope you will come along to as many of them as possible, so 
we can give thanks together for God’s wonderful gift of His Son which is 
at the heart of this season.  

Wishing you peace, joy and God’s richest blessing this Christmas,  

Yours in Christ,  

Hugh 

Who’s Who at Newtonhill Church 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Rev Hugh Conkey 39 St Ternans Road Tel 730143 

{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ /ƭŜǊƪ Ken Cruickshank Cluaran, 9 Cliff View Tel 730180 

/ƭŜǊƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ   
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ .ƻŀǊŘ Wendy Croft 27 Cliff View Tel 730829 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ Zoe Ashby 58a St Ternans Road Tel 730955 

C²h ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ϧ  
DƛƊ !ƛŘ /ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ Robbie Middleton 7 St Ternans Road Tel 730852 

wƻƭƭ YŜŜǇŜǊ Margaret Brooks 37 Cairnhill Road Tel:731029 

{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

 Pauline Platt 2 St Michaels Road Tel 730465 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ŦƻǊ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴǎΥ 

.ƻȅǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ Ken Cruickshank Tel 730180 

DƛǊƭǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ Fiona Leslie Tel 731418 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ Cǳƴ /ƭǳō Ailsa Conkey Tel 730143 

W!CC! /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō Zoe Ashby Tel 730955 

DǳƛƭŘ Fiona Leslie Tel 731418 

Cƭȅ /ǳǇ Irene Middleton Tel 730157 

.ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ Pauline Platt Tel 730465 

tǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ Wendy Croft Tel:730829 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŬǊƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΥ 

 Alfie Henry Tel 730072 

This edition of Reachout has been sponsored by 

 

 

If you would like to sponsor Reachout in 2013 

please put your name on the list on the noticeboard 



Diary Dates 2013 
November 

Wed  6th 9.45am-10.45am Fly Cup 

Wed  6th  7.30pm  Kirk Session 

Sun 10th  10am Remembrance Service 

Wed  20th 7.30pm  Guild—Chelsea Gold 

Sat  23rd  10am-12noon Christmas Fair 

Sun 24th 10am Guild Service and Soup Lunch 

December 

Sun 1st 6pm Advent Carol Service 

Wed  4th 9.45am-10.45am Fly Cup 

Wed  4th 7.30pm  Kirk Session 

Wed  11th  7.30 pm  Congregational Board 

Tues 17th 6.30pm Carol Singing round the Village 

Sun 22nd 10am Nativity Service and    
   Congregational Lunch 

Tues 24th 6pm Family Carol Service 

Tues 24th 11pm Carol Singing in the Church 

Tues 24th 11.30pm Watchnight Service 

Wed 25th 11am Christmas Day Service 

January 

Sun 5th 10am Communion 

February 

Wed 5th 9.45am-10.45am Fly Cup 

Fri 7th 7.30pm Pub Quiz 

Sun  9th 10am Communion 

Our Church News 

The Presbytery Quinquennial Condition Report on 
Building and Fabric indicated that the Church is in 
good order. The building is relatively modern and although more regular 
maintenance will become necessary, at present the original works are 
still in good condition.  

The Manse urgently requires soffit replacement and this work will be 
carried out in the coming months. 

Weeds on ground and walls in the car park have been removed, 
including overgrowing ivy from an adjacent property. The car park will 
soon be re-covered with a layer of new granite chips. 

The  annual pruning of Church trees will be undertaken shortly. 

The village carol singing will take place on 17th December. All monies 
raised  going  to the ARCHIE Foundation. Anyone interested in taking 
part should meet at the church at 6.30 p.m. returning for tea and 
Christmas pies afterwards. 

The annual Christmas Fair is on Saturday 23rd November, from 10.00 to 
12.00. Donations for stalls can be handed into the church on Friday 22nd 
between 7 and 8.30 p.m. 

Coin-A-Day Boxes 
The budget set for 2013 for the coin-a-day boxes was £600, a count in 
June realised £347.89 so we are more than half way there!  A further 
count will take place shortly so if you have a little box that needs 
changed please get in touch and this can be arranged. This will hopefully 
help us reach our target.  If  you would like to receive a box please speak 
to your elder or any duty team member who can supply you with one. 

God will accept broken hearts, but He must have all the pieces. 



GO SHARE 2013 
Three members of our Guild namely Margaret Craven, Elsie Bruce and 
Catherine Innes attended the Guild Annual Meeting 2013 ‘Go Share’ in 
the Caird Hall, Dundee on Saturday September 7. 

Marjorie Paton The Guild National Convenor welcomed the large 
audience and the Moderator of the General Assembly Rt. Rev. Lorna 
Hood gave an interesting and humorous talk entitled  ‘Personal 
Reflections’. 

The main speaker at ‘Go Share’ was Olivia Giles. Olivia graduated in law 
from Glasgow University.  Until 2002 she was a commercial property 
partner with a Scottish law firm. That year she contracted the blood 
poisoning form of meningitis as a result of which both her lower legs and 
both of her lower arms had to be amputated. After months of 
rehabilitation she made a full recovery and is fully mobile on prosthetic 
legs. 

Since her illness, Olivia has given talks on a variety of subjects, but 
mainly motivational and about patient centred care in medicine, nursing 
and the allied health professions. She has been involved in the Scottish 
Government’s policy documents for the future direction of nursing, 
midwifery and the allied health professions. 

In 2007 Olivia founded the charity, ‘500 miles’ which she now runs. It 
supports disabled people in Malawi, Zambia and Zanzibar. ‘500 mile’ 
plays a vital role in delivering and developing prosthetic and orthotic 
devices in some of the world’s poorest areas. She was awarded an OBE 
in 2010 for her charitable work. 

A very enjoyable day’s programme ended with a delightful performance 

by Scotland’s national handbell ensemble Celtic Carillon. 

Reachout Sponsors 
If you would like to sponsor ‘Reachout during 2014, please add your 
name to the list in the church vestibule or contact the church treasurer. 

plight of Mary, offered them his stable for the night.     Joseph made sure 
Mary was safe and well before he turned to Dinah and took off her reins 
and found a warm place in the hay for her to sleep and rest her painful 
knee.   The other animals in the stable took pity on Dinah and, in their 
own way, licked and sorted the wound on her knee.    It took no time at 
all for Dinah to begin to feel better and to also think that there was 
something a little bit special about this particular stable – and we all 
know what that was, don’t we? 

[ǳƪŜ нΥс-т ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀōȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŬǊǎǘōƻǊƴΣ ŀ 
ǎƻƴΦ   {ƘŜ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŎƭƻǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ 
ƳŀƴƎŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴΦ 

 

{ǘƻǊȅ ōȅ ²ŜƴŘȅ /ǊƻƊ 

Wednesday 25th December 11am 



Creatures in the Bible 
Luke 2:4-5 The Birth of Jesus 

{ƻ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ ƛƴ DŀƭƛƭŜŜ ǘƻ WǳŘŜŀΣ ǘƻ 
.ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜ 
ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΦ  IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǝƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 

Dinah, the donkey, stretched her legs and wriggled her 
shoulders as she got ready for Joseph, her owner.    
She knew they were going on a long, long journey to 
Bethlehem and that she would be carrying her 
mistress, Mary.   Not only would she be carrying Mary, 
but the equally important baby Mary was carrying 
inside her.    

As Joseph, Mary and Dinah set out on their 
journey to Bethlehem, all three of them 
couldn’t help feeling a mixture of excitement 
and nervousness.   Excitement for the birth of 
a very important baby and nervousness at the 
length of the journey (about 3 days) and what 
they might, or might not, encounter on the 
way.  

After 2 days Dinah suddenly stopped at the foot of a large palm tree and 
refused to go any further.   Joseph cajoled and talked to Dinah but she 
would not move and then he noticed a sore patch on her front knee.   
“Oh dear Dinah, you poor soul, how long have you been walking with 
that”?    Dinah looked up sadly at him and nudged him towards his water 
carrier.   Joseph soaked some spare muslin in water and put some sweet 
smelling herbs around the wound.  Dinah nestled her head in the elbow 
of his arm and all three sat under the palm tree and rested for a few 
hours. 

At the end of the third day Bethlehem was in sight and Joseph knocked 
at several inns to find a place for Mary and him to stay, but there was no 
room at any of the inns.    Finally, one inn keeper feeling sorry for the 
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CHRISTMAS FAIR 

SATURDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2013 

From 10.00 to 12.00 noon 

 

 

Santa’s Grotto  (£1.50) 

Home Baking 

Christmas Hamper 

Christmas Cards 

Gift ideas and crafts 



CrossReach 
CrossReach was launched in June 2005 and was previously known as the 
Church of Scotland Board of Social Responsibility. Under our new name, 
CrossReach continues the Church of Scotland's long tradition of 
providing care and support. In fact, this work started back in 1869, so we 
have a long history in the field of social care. 

We employ more than 2,000 staff and we support some of the most 
vulnerable people in Scotland. CrossReach has an annual expenditure of 
£51 million. Most of our funding comes from local authorities, but we 
also rely on donations and legacies to help continue our vital work.  

CrossReach reports each year to the General Assembly and has the 
following remit: 

¶ To offer services in Christ's name to people in need as part of the 
Church's mission 

¶ To provide specialist resources to further the caring work of the 
Church 

To identify existing and emerging areas of need, to guide the Church in 
pioneering new approaches to relevant problems and to make responses 
on issues arising within the areas of the Council's concern through 
appropriate channels such as the Church & Society Council, the Scottish 
Executive and the like 

CƻƻǘƴƻǘŜΥ As part of CrossRoads Week 2013, The Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, The Right Rev. Lorna Hood, 
was welcomed to Clashfarquhar House,  Stonehaven on October 9th 
where she led devotions. 

Flowers 
If your wish to mark a special event or anniversary, why not donate 
flowers to the church on that date. You can do so with a money 
donation or simply providing the flowers on a Sunday Morning. Please 
see Norma Stephen who will be happy to provide your with further 
information. 

On a Lighter Note 
A little girl asked her mother, "How did the human race appear?" The 
mother answered, "God made Adam and Eve and they had children and 
so all mankind was made."  
Two days later the girl asked her father the same question. The father 
answered, "Many years ago there were monkeys from which the human 
race evolved." 
The confused girl returned to her mother and said, "Mum, how is it pos-
sible that you told me the human race was created by God, and Dad said 
they developed from monkeys?" The mother answered, "Well, dear, it is 
very simple: I told you about my side of the family and your father told 
you about his." 

 

Sunday Fun Club Nativity 

Service and Soup Lunch 

Sunday 23rd December  



Church Services of the Future 
όaŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜύ 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΥ `Praise the Lord!’ 

/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΥ `Halleluiah!` 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΥ ̀Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPad, smart 
phone and Kindle Bibles to 1 Cor. 13:13.’And please switch on your 
Bluetooth to download the sermon.’    P-a-u-s-e 
`Now, Let us pray committing this week into God’s hands.’  Open your 
apps, BBM, Twitter and Facebook and chat with God.’    S-i-l-e-n-c-e 

‘As we take our Sunday offerings, please have your credit and debit cards 
ready.’ `You can log on to the church wi-fi using the password 
‘Lord909887.’ 

The elders will circulate mobile cards swipe machines among the 
worshippers. Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are 
directed to computers and laptops at the rear of the church. Those who 
prefer to use iPads can open them. 

Those who prefer telephone banking, take out your cell phones to 
transfer your contributions to the church account. 

The holy atmosphere of the Church becomes truly electrified as ALL the 
smart phones, iPads, PCs and laptops beep and flicker! 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ς 

This week’s Session meetings will be held on the various Facebook group 
pages where the usual group chatting takes place. Please log in and don’t 
miss out. 

Thursday’s Bible study will be held live on Skype at 1900hours GMT. 

You can follow your minister on Twitter this weekend for counselling and 
prayers. 

God bless you all. 

 

/ƻƭƛƴ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 
Once upon a time there were four people named Everybody, Somebody,  
Anybody and Nobody. 

There was an important Job to be done and Everybody was sure that 
Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody would 
do it. Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody’s job.  

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realised that  
Everybody wouldn’t do it. 

 It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done! 

Just a thought 
.-ƛ-ō-ƭ-Ŝ 

.ŀǎƛŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ .ŜŦƻǊŜ [ŜŀǾƛƴƎ 9ŀǊǘƘ 

Give me a sense of humour, Lord. Give me the grace to see a joke 
To get some humour out of life. And pass it on to other folk 

Slice of Cake, Anyone? 
 If you are stuck for Christmas present ideas this year, why not try a 
cake stand? The cake stand is making a big return. Sales are soaring at 
John Lewis, up 46 per cent this year. Also popular are cake tins, cookie 
cutters and all sorts of baking equipment. 

 It is thought that the recession is to blame. Apparently in times of 
hardship, we crave sweet foods. Perhaps that is why the BBC Two 
programme ‘The Great British Bake Off’ is such a current success. In 
any case, afternoon tea and cake are back on the menu: Wedgwood 
alone has seen an increase in tea set sales of 48 per cent this year. 



A  Sailor’s Memories 
One of the glories of being a navigator sailing the oceans of the world is 
the privilege of keeping a night watch on the wing of the ship’s bridge 
under a starry sky with a moon reflecting across the rippled sea all the 
way to the horizon. It is on nights like this that the navigator can feel at 
one with our maker, while at the same time using measurement of the 
stars on show  to find a safe course to the next port. 

Captain John Roberts summed this  up in 1847 when he wrote his sailors’ 
version of the 23rd Psalm, possibly after just such a night watch.   

 

¢ƘŜ tƛƭƻǘ tǎŀƭƳ 
 

The Lord is my Pilot; I shall not drift. 

He lights me across the dark waters: 

He steers me in deep channels. 

He keeps my log: 

He guides me by the star of holiness 

For His name’s sake. 
 

Even though I sail mid the thunders and tempests of life, 

I will dread no danger:  for you are near me; 

Your love and care they shelter me; 

You prepare a harbour before me in the homeland of eternity:  

You anoint the waves with oil so my ship rides calmly. 
 

Surely sunlight and starlight will favour me on the voyage I take:  

And I will rest in the port of my God forever. 

 

By Captain John H Roberts 1847 
 

wƻōōƛŜ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻƴ 

Missing the Guest of Honour 
 ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻǊƴ ƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΚϦ  

όaŀǧƘŜǿ нΥнύ 

 There's a story that runs like this: there was a mayor of a small town 
who had brought in so many improvements to local life that over several 
years he had transformed the town. And so the community decided it 
was high time to pay him tribute. The party was held at the local town 
hall, and all agreed it was a great celebration. The decorations were 
superb, the music was loud, the room crowded and noisy. The food was 
delicious, and the wine flowed. It was the best party the town had ever 
had. 

Over coffee the next morning in the local cafe, someone wondered aloud 
if the mayor had enjoyed it. No one knew. In fact, as the day wore on, 
people began to realise that actually, no one had even seen the mayor 
there that night. Later they discovered that the mayor had been waiting 
at home all evening, waiting for the lift that he had been promised into 
town. But people were so busy preparing for the party, that no one had 
remembered him. And so he had missed the party in his honour. 
Apparently no one had even noticed his absence. 

 It sounds a lot like Christmas. People get together to celebrate, the food 
is great, the music warms the heart, but has anyone seen the guest of 
honour? We sing about him, we act out nativity plays about him, but in 
reality, the season has become about US. Our menus, our travel plans, 
our presents, our decorations. At what point in the proceedings do we 
give ourselves time to notice whether he is among us, or not? 

 

WƛƳ CŀǊǉǳƘŀǊǎƻƴ 

Those who make the worst use of their time, 

 most complain of its shortness. 



Latest News from the Church of Scotland 
aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ¢ƘŜ .ƻȅǎ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ молǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ 

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has 
congratulated The Boys Brigade on their 130th anniversary. 

The Right Reverend Lorna Hood joined the world's oldest youth 
organisation for a celebratory gathering in Glasgow and was given the 
opportunity to meet many of the young members and leaders who have 
made the organisation a long standing success. 

The Boys' Brigade is a Christian organisation which was founded on the 
4th October 1883 by Sir William Alexander Smith. Their main role is to 
care for and challenge young people through a programme of informal 
education in an enjoyable way. 

CƻǊƳŜǊ aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘǎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ .ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘƛ 
ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 

A former Moderator of the General Assembly of The Church of Scotland 
has publically thanked the BBC’s Panorama programme for exposing the 
inhumane working conditions endured by garment workers in 
Bangladesh. 

Commenting about the programme ‘dying for a bargain’, The Very Rev 
John Christie said: “This put pictures to the words I have been trying to 
say as a result of visiting Bangladesh in 2010 “It is 2013 we must ensure 
that the people working to make clothes for many of our leading High 
Street stores and brands have safe working conditions - not ones akin to 
the worst excesses of the industrial revolution. 

“We must make sure tragedies such as the collapse of the nine-storey 
Rana Plaza in Savar, Bangladesh where over 1127 people were killed in 
April this year are never allowed to happen again. 

Are you lost?                  Come in our direction! 

Christmas Card Sale 
Church Christmas Cards on sale in Church Vestibule 

90% of monies goes to Church funds 

10% is taken to buy stationery and embellishments 

To make more ! 

If you want a special card made for Christmas 

Please let me know Wendy 01569 730829 

No Newspaper 
I was visiting my son and daughter-in-law last night and asked if I could  

borrow a newspaper. "This is the 21st century, dad," he said. "We don't  

waste money on newspapers. Here, you can borrow my iPhone."  

I can tell you, that fly never knew what hit it! 

THE GUILD 
The Guild meet on Wednesday 20th November when the speaker will be 
Ann Allan, a retired police sergeant, who is president of Aberdeen Floral 
Club.  

Along with other floral art people throughout Scotland, they entered the 
Chelsea Flower Show in May this year and won gold. They later 
appeared on television to tell of their achievement.  

So if you want to hear the rest of this great story, come along to the 
Guild at 7.30 p.m. Everyone will be made most welcome. 
 

aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ  



Sometime in September  I received an 
invite through the post to Maggie’s 
Cancer Centre’s Housewarming 
weekend. In December 2010, the 

congregation and friends of Newtonhill Church raised an impressive 
£508 for Monty’s Maggie’s Appeal through a Soup Lunch, Village Carol 
Singing and Christmas Eve services. I received my invitation as your 
representative, probably as it was my name on the cheque! 

I arrived at the beautiful marquee 
on Saturday 21st September, with 
the poshest portable toilets I 
think I’ve seen, to the most 
important part of the visit – tea 
and cakes. After a video from 
users and staff at Maggie’s cancer 
centres, which almost moved me to tears, we toddled across to the 
centre. 

It is a striking building, designed by Norwegian architects. You certainly 
notice it when passing by. Each Maggie’s centre is very different, 
designed by different architects yet all are given the same brief. Inside is 
equally as stunning. Mainly open plan, Maggie’s centres do not like 
closed doors. There are a few rooms, as staff realise that sometimes 
privacy is needed for discussions or counselling sessions. The kitchen 
area allows a cup of tea, and there is always cake, whilst being able to 
look across the grassy area of the heliport and is always available to 
anyone needing it. Upstairs houses the office area and a room for 
activities. 

Staff are unsure what activities will take place as they are waiting to see 
what is required from their users, but have promised to try and cater for 
everyone with Pilates, Tai Chi, arts and crafts, looking after yourself 
being considered. There is also, of course, always ‘someone to talk to’, 
someone to talk about finances with, to help with benefits etc, 
nutritional advice. 

 

This Months Thoughts to Ponder 
Man looks at outward appearance  

but the Lord looks within. 

 
The choice you make today  

will usually affect tomorrow. 

¸h¦ I!±9 DL±9b ¦{ Φ Φ Φ  

You have given us eyes… 
But we have not always looked at Creation’s beauty  

You have given us ears… 
but we have not always listened to nature’s speaking  

You have given us tongues… 
but we have not always joined earth’s song of praise  

You have given us hands… 
but we have not always been makers and menders  

You have given us feet… 
but we have not always shared in the dance of life  

You have given us minds…  
but we have not always thought beyond ourselves  

You have given us wills… 
but we have not always chosen the good  

You have given us hearts… 
but we have not always loved without reserve  

You have made us in your image… 
forgive us that we do not always display your likeness 



Jaffa has started this session well. We have 20 children on our register of all 
ages over the primary school range. It is nice to see some new faces as well 
as our returning children. We said goodbye to our young leader Erin this 
year, as she’s off to Edinburgh University to study History. We wish her well 
and good luck with her studies. Mollie, Kaitlyn and Ruri, our remaining 
young leaders, are still with us thankfully. Ruri is getting over a recent bout 
of glandular fever, and even then only missed one week at Jaffa – that’s 
dedication. Mollie has just started working at Tesco’s, so if you see her (and 
you’ll know her because she’s always smiling, -and has chosen to wear red 
instead of the usual Tesco blue), give her a smile back and say Hello! 

After finishing our session last year with a cinema and Pizza Hut outing, 
which was amazing, we have started back with all our usual songs, games, 
stories, crafts and –oh yes- noise. Lots and lots of noise! We have a few new 
children, and they seem to have fitted right in. A really good bunch.  

We have ‘Children in Need’ coming up in the next couple of weeks and, as 
usual, will be carrying out some sort of fundraising for this on Thursday 14th 
November which will no doubt involve some games and crafts and probably 
something edible too – you’ll have to wait and see! 

With Christmas fast approaching, we will be starting to think about the 
Christmas story, the real meaning of Christmas. Of course, we will also be 
organising fantastic Christmas crafts as well as a Christmas Party. 

We are always open to new children. There’s no waiting list and you don’t 
even have to come along every week. 

If you would like to come, or know anyone who would like to come, you can 
phone me for details, or just turn up on any Thursday evening. 

Jaffa meets in the church every Thursday from 6.30pm to 7.30pm for all 
children of Primary School age (to 8.15pm for children from P5 –P7). Still 
only £1 a week! 
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Well Done Wendy 
Wendy Croft stood in at short notice to do a card-making demonstration 
at the Guild meeting on October 16th. 

A large turnout enjoyed an interesting evening. The cards sale held 
afterwards raising £50. 

Since the event, phone requests have boosted this sum to £80 for 
church funds. So well done to Wendy. 

THE BEST GIFTS TO GIVE 
To your friend, loyalty; 
To your enemy, forgiveness; 
To your boss, service; 
To a child, a good example; 
To your parents, gratitude and devotion; 
To your mate, love and faithfulness; 
To all men and women, charity;  
and To God, your life. 

Overall, although I have no real experience in dealing with cancer, it does 
seem like a good first point of call. I am sure, once they have found their 
feet, it will provide a fantastic service to all coping with this horrible 
disease.  

We are lucky in Aberdeenshire to already have a great Cancer service 
charity in CLAN. Maggie’s, I think, will provide a much needed ‘first base’ 
for those recently diagnosed, especially as it is the hospital grounds. I 
hope CLAN can continue to provide on-going care and concern 
throughout the fight. 

 My hope is that both charities will work well together and support each 
other as well as their users. 

On behalf of Maggie’s Cancer Centre Aberdeen, I would like to thank all 
who made and served soup, sang carols in the cold and those who dug 
deep into their pockets. It is nice to see the benefits of our generosity. 
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Girls Brigade 
We are delighted to have 6 new Explorers joined with us this session, 
bringing our numbers to 25, with 14 Juniors and 5 Brigaders.  Although 
our numbers are down slightly the girls are all keen and working hard on 
badgework and competition work. 

Girls’ Brigade Scotland have introduced new uniform for Brigaders and 
Officers.   Brigaders have changed from gold polo shirts and navy 
sweatshirts to white polo shirts and purple sweatshirts.  Officers suits are 
now black instead of navy with blue blouses instead of white with the 
option of wearing trousers.  There are no longer officers sweatshirts 
these have been replaced by fleeces. 

The metal award badges which girls gain are also being changed this year 
so armbands will look slightly different at the end of this session.  

On 6th October we paraded from the Bettridge Centre to the Church 
along with the BB for our annual dedication service, our six new 
explorers were presented with 
their membership cards at this 
service.  

We were delighted to have Mrs 
Margaret Cooper, Divisional 
Commissioner join us at the 
service for the commissioning 
of our two new officers – 
Nicole Miller and Erin Crockett.  
Both ladies have come through 
the Company from Explorer 
age and it was inspirational to 
our other girls to see this. 

On 29th September Aria, Daisy and Ruri attended the first stage of their 
Leadership training at Divisional Headquarters in Aberdeen.  The girls 
found it a great experience meeting girls from other companies  and 
looking at four topics – Communications, Junk Craft, Relationships and 
Physical. 

The girls are currently excited by some upcoming events including a 
sleepover, panto and a Brigader trip to Abernethy in the summer with 
girls and officers of 7th Aberdeen. 

Our five Brigaders have all signed up to participate in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scheme and will now be working on this too. 

So another busy session is underway but we would still be happy to have 
more girls join with us.  If you are interested please come along on a 
Monday and see for yourself what the girls get up to and the fun, 
friendship and enjoyment which girls and leaders have on a weekly basis. 
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On what was probably one of the hottest days in September 2013 I set 
off on the first CLAN landmark walk around Aberdeen to help fundraise 
for CLAN in this their 30th Anniversary year.  My friend, Heather, had 
kindly agreed to take up the challenge with me and we both thoroughly 
enjoyed the day.  We saw parts of Aberdeen that we had never seen 
before, walked streets we didn’t know existed and were rewarded at 
each ‘landmark’ with a sticker from a Clan volunteer.  It’s amazing the 
motivation that you get looking for a vested volunteer and a little 
sticker. 

I would just like to say a big THANK YOU to all who so kindly sponsored 
me for this event.  To date I have raised £950 + gift aid which takes the 
total to over £1,000 which is an amazing amount of money for an 
independent local charity 
offering help and support 
to anyone affected by 
cancer (whether 
personally or a family 
member) at any time 
from diagnosis onwards.  
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